INTRODUCTION
In 1909 in Hind Swaraj, Mahatma Gandhi characterized
modern civilization as "a disease59 and "a nine days* wonder",
for it "takes note neither of morality nor of religion."1 Moral
purity and spiritual stamina, he held, are of incomparably
greater survival value to civilizations than physical might and
material prosperity. But the warning was mistaken for the
mystic effusion of an oriental saint strayed into politics and
accordingly went unheeded. Today, however, amidst the
carnage and devastation left behind by one world war and the
preparations going on for the next, modern civilization seems
to be moving to a terrible anti-climax.
The evils associated with modern civilization touch practi-
cally every aspect of life. Due to the progress of science and
technology the last hundred years have given man greater
mechanical mastery over nature than the rest of history. But
this achievement, far from making man wiser or happier, has
been his greatest misfortune. The bewildering complexity of
life resulting from advances in "machine mastery" has made
understanding and self-control progressively difficult. Thus
material progress has spelt moral ruin.
This moral lag expresses itself in man's inordinate love of
wealth and power. The profit-motive which lies at the root of
capitalism has blinded him to the ideal of service. Love of
power has been one of the most important causes of war and its
increasing destructiveness.
Obviously democracy cannot go hand in hand with capital-
ism and war preparations. The latter require a high degree of
total and centralized control and it is, indeed, no wonder that
most of the 'civilized3 States are today tamely submitting to the
tyranny of dictators of one kind or another. Nationalization of
conscience and regimentation of intellect are fast becoming
ordinary features of life in the modern State.2 This blind
1 Hind Swaraj, pp. 20-22 and 92.
2 For incidents illustrating how freedom of the Press is becoming illu-
sory in a country like England see the chapter on Propaganda in Where
Stands Democracy? by La&i and others, and The Press (Penguine Series)  by
W. Steed, specially the Post-script.